APPENDIX B
NAVY CODING GUIDANCE:  INDEPENDENT DUTY HOSPITAL CORPSMEN (IDC)

Background:   An IDC is a Hospital Corpsman who has completed additional training beyond basic health care treatment and simple medical administration.   (Hospital Corps “C” School or sanctioned equivalent training)  IDCs are supervised healthcare providers who provide primary care support to operational units.  They are certified to perform their duties independent of the direct presence of a medical officer. Within the established scope of practice, the certified IDC may provide care of active duty patients under indirect supervision.  All other patients require direct supervision.

Competencies Defining IDC Scope of Care:  IDCs are expected to exercise clinical judgment augmented by established protocols or through contact with a definitive care provider.  In addition to their principal role of diagnosing and treating routine minor illnesses and injuries, IDCs must be able to recognize the presence of non-routine urgent or emergent conditions, stabilize if necessary (using protocols established by physician supervisors), and initiate prompt referral to a higher level of care. IDCs may prescribe medications, perform medical history and physicals, order lab tests and x-rays and administer immunizations.
Coding Guidance:  IDCs are assigned to HIPAA Provider Taxonomy Code 1710I002X and must be linked to Provider Specialty Code 520 (Skill Type 2).   IDCs should be the appointment/primary provider when treating non billable active duty patients at MTFs and may use the full range of E&M codes.   For all other patients (including active duty billable), IDCs will act in the secondary provider role as a corpsmen/technician using 99211or 99499 with procedure codes as appropriate. 
Changes for Appendix B:

AIR FORCE CODING GUIDANCE:  INDEPENDENT DUTY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (IDMT)

Background:  An IDMT is specially trained and educated to perform primary medical care, minor surgical services, and treatment of dental disorders for active duty military members in a variety of healthcare and non-healthcare settings worldwide, under direct and indirect physician supervision.  An IDMT works under the direct supervision of a physician preceptor when at home station and indirectly when assigned to a mobile aid station, mobile medical unit, remote site, or otherwise deployed specifically as an IDMT.  They are certified to perform their duties independent of the direct presence of a medical officer. Within the established scope of practice, the certified IDMT may provide care of active duty patients under indirect supervision.  All other patients require direct supervision.

Competencies Defining IDMT Scope of Care:  IDMTs may take medical histories, perform physical exams, order lab tests and x-rays, prescribe medications, and give immunizations.  An  IDMT may be an experienced aerospace medical service technician who meets special task qualifications and is recommended for training by the aerospace medical service functional manager at the Medical Treatment Facility (MTF).  IDMTs maintain certification as nationally registered emergency medical technicians.

Coding Guidance:  IDMTs are assigned to HIPAA Provider Taxonomy Code 1710I003X and must be linked to Provider Specialty Code 521(skill type 4 when functioning in a fixed facility; skill type 2 when functioning in a field hospital. IDMTs will be the first listed provider when treating active duty personnel at MTFs.   IDMTs may use 99211 or 99499 E&M codes.  For all other types of patients, if additional E&M services are provided and documented, the IDMTs will be listed as the secondary provider, working under the direct supervision of a physician. 

